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(57) Abstract 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To provide a variable power 
lens system which has high performance and is small in 
size and less in performance deterioration due to axial 
deviation caused by a manufacturing error, and to 
provide an optical equipment having the variable power 
lens. 

SOLUTION: In the variable power lens system having a 
1st lens group which is immovable in an optical axis 
direction in the case of zooming and has a positive 
refractive power, a 2nd lens group L2 which is movable 
in the optical axis direction in the case of zooming and 
has a negative refractive power, a 3rd lens group L3 
which has a positive refractive power, and a 4th lens 
group L4 which has a positive refractive power in this 
order from the object side, the 3rd lens group L3 is 
composed of a 3rd a-lens group L3a having a positive 
refractive power and having a positive lens 3G1 whose 
convex faces the object side, a diaphragm SP (ST in 
Figure), a 3rd b-lens group L3b formed by joining a 
negative lens 3G2 whose concave faces the image side 
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and a positive lens 3G3 whose convex faces the object 
side in this order from the object side. 
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